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Government of Tripura 

Office of the Chief Electoral Officer i 
ITripura : Agartala 

\1..\,\
Dated, Agartala, the _fl.(iarch ,2019. 

/ 
(All Heads of Department), 

Govt. of Tripura, 

Agartala, 


Subject-General Election to House of the People (Lok-Sabha),2019-Model Code of 
Conduct-regarding. 

Sir, 

I am to refer to the subject cited above and to inform you that the Election 

Commission of India has sent following instructions on Model Code of Conduct in 

connection with General Election to House of the People (Lok-Sabha),2019. 

(1) Letter No.437/6/1/ECl/INST/FUNCT/MCC/2019 dated 10th March,2019 (Copy 

enclosed) regarding application of Model Code of Conduct in connection with 

General Election to House of the People (Lok-Sabha),2019. 

(2) Letter No.437/6/1/ECl/INST/FUNCT/MCC/2019 dated 10th March,2019 (Copy 

enclosed) regarding release of funds under MPs/ MLAs Local Area Development 

Scheme in connection with General Election to House of the People (Lok

Sabha) ,2019. 

(3) Letter No.437/6/1/ECl/INST/FUNCT/MCC/2019 dated 101h March,2019 (Copy 

enclosed) regarding immediate action to be taken for enforcement of Model Code of 

Conduct after announcement of General Election to House of the People (Lok

Sabha),2019. 

This is for your kind information. 

ours ithfully, 
'_/ 

Enclo:-As stated. ~\~Aj 
(P. R. Bhattach;(ee, l~S){ -:tl.--~ Special Chief Electoral Officer, 

~r\/ Tripura . 
. \~/ 0 
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Bv SpJ. Messeng:er/.nrnH 

ELEC1,lON COMMISSION OF INDIA 
NlRVACHAN SADAN. ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHl-110001 

No. 437/6/1 /ECl/lNST/FUNCT/i\f CC/2019 	 Dat~d: 10111 M.arcb, 2019 

To 

1. 	 The CabiJ1et Secretary, 

Government of India, 

Rashtrapati Bhawan, 

New Delhi. 

2. 	 The Chief Secretaries of aU States and 

ChiefSecr~tartes/Administra tors of Union Territories 


3. 	 The Chief Electoral Officers of 

all States and Union Territories. 


Subject: 	hnmed.iate action to be taken for enfor.cement of IV{Qdel Code of Conduct 
after announce:ment of General Eled:ions to House of the People (Lok 
Sabha.), 2019 and State Legislative Assei11blies ht the States. of Andhra 
Pradesh, Aruua:chal Pradesh, Q(Usha and Sikkim and certain hye~electiohs ~ 
regarding. 

Sir, 

1am directed to state that the Election Commission has announced the schedule for holding 

General Election to House of t he People (Lok Sabha), 2019 and State Legislative Assemblies in the 

States of Andhra Pni.desh, Anmachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim and certain bye-electicrns, 

operation of 'MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT' comes into-effect with the announc~ment oJ elections by 

the Commission, In view ofthe genel'al elections, the Commiss.ion has given following directions for 

effective enfoJ·cernent oJ provisions of MCC:

1. 	 Defacement of Property· ECI i11stmctions corttained-in lettets, No.437/6/INST/2015"CCS, 

dated 29th Decembi;fr, 201 5, No. 437/6/lNST/2012· CC&BE elated 18th January, 2012 and 

No. 3/7/2008 JS~U dated 7ro October, 2008 , provide for prevention of defacement of 

property. the Commission bas directed to ensure strict compliance oflts inst1'uctions and t-0 

taketime ho.und action as prescribed helow
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(a) 	Defacement of Govemm.ent property- For this purpose a Govern ment premise would 

f 
f 	 Include any Government and the c.::trnpus wherein the office bu dding ls situated. 

,,.I 	 AU wall w riti ng, posters/ p.apers or defacement in any other fo rm , cutout/h oarainos, 

ban ners, flags etc, o n Government property shall be removed wlthin 24 hotU'S from the 

airnouncernent ofelections 

(b) Defacement of public property and misuse of public space- All unautho rized 

polltical advertisement, in the fo rm of wall \.Vriting/posters/papers of defacement in 

any other fo rm, cutout/ hoardings, banners flags etc. at publi c p roperty and 1n pu blic 

space like railway station, stan ds. Airports, raihvay Bridges, Roadways, Govt. Buses, 

Electric/Telephone poles , municipa l/ local bodies' bulldings etc., shall be rem oved 

i·vithin A-8 hours from the announcement of elections by the Commiss ion. 

(c) 	Defacement of private property- All unauthorized political advertisenient displayed 

at p rivate property and subject to local law and court's directions, if any, sh.ail be 

removed withtn 72 hours from the an nouncement ofelections by the Comrnission. 

2. 	 Mi.suse of oftkial vehicle- The ECI's Consolidated 1nstn.1ctJons contained in letter No. 

464/tNST/2014/EFS, dated lQrh April Z014, among other things, prov ides that there sh.all 

be a total ban on use of official veMtle by any politicalparty; candidate or any other 

pers.on co.on.ected with election (except officials performing any election related 

o-fficiaJ duty) far ca rupalgning1 electioneering or election i::elated travel during 

electH:ms (subject to certain exception mentioned therein). The expression official 

vehide means and shall include, any vehicle used or capable of bei.ng used for the purpose 

of transport, whether propelled by mechanical power or othe1wise and will include trucks, 

lorries., tempos, jeeps, cars, auto rickshaws, e~!'icks.ha·ws, buses, belonging to Central 

Government, State Government/UT Adrnln:istr.a.tions, public undertakings of Central/State 

Government, Join sector undertakings of Central/State Government, local bodies, municipal 

w rporations, mar'k:eting boards, cooperative societies or any other body in which public 

funds , however small a portion of the total, are invested. The CEOs/DEOs shall take 

necessary i\Ctiou for c.ompUance of EC1 instructions · within 24 hour~ of the 

annoum:iement of tbe elections. 

3. 	 Advertl.Sement at the cost of public exchequer~ ECl instructions contained fn letters, No. 

4 37 /6/1/ 2014-CC&BE, dated SU1Ma rch, 2014 provides that at the cost of public exchequer 

in the newspapers and ot her media and the mi.suse of official mass media during the 

election period for partisan covera ge of political n ews and JQ-nblid ty regarding achieveme nts 
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\i\rllh a vit':.\A.' tofu rtheri ng t:lie. prospects ofthe party In. power shall be scrupulously avoided., 

No adve1'tisements sha ll he iss ued in electronic and print media highlighting the 

$ChJeve mrtits of the Govt. ;-11 th e cost of public exchequer. If any advertisement has already 

b •en released for te lecast/broadcast or publication in th e print media, it musfbe ensured 

that the telecast/broadcast or such ads on electronic media is stopped forthwith and that no 

such ad ls published in any newspape rs, magazines, etc., j.e. in print me<lia, from the elate of 

announcement and it sho ul d be immediately Withdrawn. The CEOs/DEOs has lo take 

immediate action t o i·emove /stop any advertise:.menJ, tn the print/electronic media, 

showtng the achievements of the Government so,on after the announcement of 

electfons, 

4. 	 Ph.otogta1>h of political functionary at official webslte· EC! instruction contained in 

letter No. 437/6/INST/2011-CC&BE dated 261.ti Marcht 2014 provides th<lt all references of 

Ministers, Politicians or political parties available on central/state Government's offldai 

website, shall be removed. The CEOs have to take immediate action to remove/bide the 

p11otographs ofany political functionary from.official websites ofstate department. 

5. 	 Devel0pment/coi1strttcti:on related activities- within. 7Z h.ours of annotincement df 

elections, the CEO/DEO shall obtai11 the followi.rig list of work.s for reference in case of 

validating any coinplaint on violation of MCC: 

(il 	 List of work whkh has already been .started on ground. 

(ii) 	 Listoffresh work which has 11ot started on g:round. 

6. 	 Activities for Exi:renditure Monitori.ng and enfo1•cement .of M:cc;;. i:<lying squad, FS:P; 

video teatn,. intensive checking for liquor/Cash/Contra banned drr1gs1 flying squads ofexdse 

department to check Hlidt trafficking of f)rug/Nar:cotksto be immediately activated after 

an nottncement. 

7. 	 Complaint MonitQ.ring Sy~'tem· 'I'he poll going states shall have a complaint redressal 

:r11echanisr11 bas.ed cm website and call center. The toll free number .of call center is 1950. 

C:omplaints can be registered by making calls to the toll fre·e call center numbers or on the 

web site. Complainatlts WilJ also he informed of the ACtion taken by SMS·and by the call 

center. Complainants can also see the details of tlte action taken on their co:mplaints. 1'ltis 
system should be operationtrl w it}dn i4 hours of the announcement . AU complaint 

should be dealt with promptly and properly. The 24x7 control Room . at the district level 

must he activated and sufficient deployment of manp·ower and other logistks be ensured in 
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paxticular, round th e clo ·k µc rsonn el should be deployed in the co ntrol room and their duty 

roaster must be issu ed to avoid any evasion 0 1· confusion. 


f l' Application- Al l IT app.lica tions indudb1g offic;fal vvebsite and social medlc;i ·shall 


beop£rational with t h_e iHlllQ~mcement. 


Disseminat ion of information for Awareness of Voters and political parties. Pttblicity 

of n1ajor election activity would be given through CEO/DEO/RO. For thi s purpose, all 

necessary information shall be di sseminated throl.rgh radio, tv, cinema. Government chann el 

to dispfay voter educat ion ruaterial. 

10. 	 Active coaperation fr om Educational Institution and Civil Societies- Cooperation can 

be sought from ectucatlonal institution and civil ·soc!etle.s ·for giving v..ride publicity to fhe 

election related information to the general public and other stakeholders, 

1 L 	 M.edia Centre- Effort should be made for a\>\rareness among the voters1 political parties and 

other stakeholder through media center a.bout e lection system including use of 

EVfv1/VVPAT. 

12. MCMC/DEMC~ ECI Instruction contained in letter n_o. 491/MCMC/2014.jCommunicat ion 

dated 24th March, 2014 provides that all registered political parties will approach the Media 

Certification and Monitoring Committees (MCMC) at District and State level1 as the case may 

be, for pre~certiflcation oftbeir political advertis{'1ments proposed to be issued on electronic 

media. The Conunissfon has dir:ected to ensure strict compliance of its instructions 

contained in abov:e said letter . 

13. 	 Control Roont~ The 24x7 control room at district level mu.st be activated immediately 

and sufficient de11layment M mm1power and other logistics be ensu.t·ed by the 

DEO/CEO. A control room witlr complaint. Monitoring Centre would also be set up .at 

ECI Seeretariat dl.1ring the entire election process. 

Yours faithfully 

(N _ £N·D.RA N. Bt!'OU:A) 
P 1NCIPAL SECfllTAlW 

\ 
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Bv Speed PoS't:/11::-maH 

DIA 

Dated: 10th March, 2019 

To 

1. 	 The Cabinet Secretary, 

Government of India, 

Rashtrapati Bhawan.. 


I l 
l 

l,,,.~~ 

ION OF· IN-

No.437/6/1/ECI/lNST/FUNCT/M CC/2019 

New De!hL 

2. 	 The Secretary to the Government of India, 

Department of Programme Implementation, 

Sardar Patel Bhawan, 

New Delhi. 


3. 	 The Chief Secretaries to the Governments of all States and 

Chief Secretaries/Administrators of Union Territories. 


4. 	 The Chief Electoral Officers of 

all States and Union Territories_ 


Subject! 	 General Elections to House of the People {Lok Sabha)i 2019 and. State 
Legislative Assernblies of Andhra Pradesh, Anmachal Pradesh, Odisba 
and Sikkim and certai.11 bye-elections - Release of funds utider 
MPs' /MLAs' Local Area Developn1ent Scheme - regrrrding. 

Sir/Madam, 

I am directed to refer to the Commission's Press Note No. ECI/PN/23/2019, tlated 

1Qtb March, 2019 (Press Note available at Commission's web-site - W\'\T\¥.eci.gov •.b1) as per 

wh'ich the Commission ha- announced the enforcement of the Model Code of Conduct for 

the guidance of the Political Parties and Candidates, consequent on the announcement of 

General Election to Lok Sabha and to the Legislative Assemblies of the States of A.ndhra 

Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim and certain bye~elections. 

2. 	 The Commission has instructed that the reiease of funds unde1· the Member of 

Parliam!:!nt Local /\rea Development Schemes vvrn be subject to the following restrictions:
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a) 	 No fr _sh r .lease of funds under the Member of Parliament (i ncluding Rajya 

Sabha members) Loca.I i\rcc1 Development fund shall be made i.n any part of the 

country where election is in progress. Similarly no fresh re lease of funds und er 

the MLAs ' / MLCs' Local Area Develoµment Fund shall be made, if any such 

scheme i in operation, till rhe completion of eiection process. 

b) lo work sha ll start in respect of which work orders have been issue<l before the 

issue of this letter but the vvork has actually not starLed in the field. These works 

can s tart only after the com ple ti on of election process, However, iJ a work has 

actually started1 that can continue. 

c) 	 There shall be no oar to the release of payments for comple ted work (s) subject 

to the full satisfaction of the concerned officials. 

d) 	 Where schemes have been cleared and funds are provided or rel eased and 

ma terials procured and reached the si te such scheme may be executed as per 

programm -. 

Yours faithfully, 



By Spt Messengei;/S1Jeed I: 

:E .L:EC1~ION C()JVlIVlISSION Ol=f lN.DIA \ 

N!RVACHAN SADAN , ASHOKA. ROAD, NEW DELH!-110001 
.... ., 

No. 437/6/ lfI£CVINSl'fFUNCT/iVI CC/2019 	 Dated: 101:11 lVfarch, 2019 

To 

1. 	 The Cabinet Secretary, 

Government of India, 

Hashtrapati sh ~ \Van, 


1ew Delhi. 

2. 	 The Chief Secretaries to the Governments of all States aud 

Chief Secretaries/Administrators of Union Territories. 


3. 	 The Chief Electoral Officers of 

all States and Union Territories. 


Sub: Application of Model Code of Conduct - General Elections to House of the People 
(tnk Sabha), 2019 and State Legislative Assemblies in the States o.f Andhra 
Pradesh, AnrnachaI Pradesh, Odisha and S.ikkim and certain bye~electfons ~reg. 

Sir, 
r am directed to state tb at th e Election Commission has announced the schedule for 

holding General Elections to Lok Sabha and to the Legislative Assemblies of the States of 

;\ndhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Orissa and Sikkim and certain bye~elections (Press 

Note No. ECl/ PN /23/2019, dated 10th March, 2019, available a t the Commission's web-site 

www.eci.gov.iu). 

2. With this announcement, the provisions of the Model Code of Conduct for the gujdance 

of the Political Parties and Candidates have come into.force "ytth irnmedif!te effect and \viU 

be i'n force tiHt]le completion of the Gener.al .Elections aud .hye~elections, 1nention.:ed 

above. This may be brought to the notice of the Central and all State Govermnents/Union 

Territory Administrations, all Ministries/Departments/Offices of the Union Government and 

the State Governments/Union Territory Administrations. A copy of instructions issued by you 

to this effect, may be sent to the Commission for its information and record. 

3. Your particular attention is draw11 to the provisions of Model Code of Conduct for the 

guidance of PoHtical Parties and Candi.dates and various instructions issued by the 

Commission, vvhich, inter-alia, state that the party in povver whether at the Centte or in the 

State or States concerned, shall ensure that no cause is given for any complaint that it hasused 

its official positio n for the purposes of its election campa1gn and in particular: 



(i) 	 (a) The Ministers shall 11ot: comb·~~: their official vi sit with electL011eerlng \\rork and~ 
hall not also ir1<1 ke us e or officia.I n1achinecy or personnel during the electi,oneertng~, 

~~ 	 . 

(b) Covernment trans port including official air-crafts, vehicles, machinery and 

personnel sh ail not be used fo;- furth er·- nee of the interest of the party in pO\Ner; 

(ii) Public places such as maid ans etc., For holding election meetings, and use of helipadsfor· 

air-flights in connection with elections shall not be monopolised by the party in p~wer. 6the:r 

parties and candidates shall be allowed the use of such places and facilities, on the saine tertns 

and conditions, on which they are used by the party in power; 

(iii) Hest houses, dak bungalows or otl1er Government accommodations in the States/Union 

Territories where elections have been announced or are taking place can be given to the 

political functionaries v,•ho are provided security by the State in 'Z' scale or above or equivalent · 

by various State Gov rnments or the Central Government under provisions of their laws, on 

equitable basis. This shall be subject to condition that such accommodation is not already 

all otted or occupied b:1election related officials or the Commission's Observers. Such political 

functi.onar ies shall not carry out any political activity while staying in the Goveri1t:nent: G:uta t 

Houses/Rest Houses or other Government accommodation etc.; 

(iv) !.ssue of advertisement at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other 

med ia and the misuse of official mass med.ia during the election period for pattisan coverage of 

poiitic.al news and publicity regarding achievements with a view to furthering the prospects of 

the party in power shall be scrup ulously avoided; 

(v) Ministers and other authorities shall not sanction grants/payments oat of discretionary 

funds from the time, elections are announced by the Commission; and 

(vi) From the time, elections are announced by Commission, Ministers and other authorities 

shall not

(a) announce any financial grants, in any form or promises thereof; or 

(b) (except civil servants) lay foundatio n stones etc. of projects or schemes of any kind; or 

(c) make any prorniS'" of constrnction of roads, J rovision of drinking water facilities etc.: or 

(d) make any ad -hoc appointments in Government, Public Undertakings etc. which may have 

the eff '•cr of influencing the voters in favour of the party 111 power. 

4. As will be observed from Para 3{Clause IV} above, no advertisement shall be issued in 

electronic and p1·int media highlighting the achievements of the Govt. at tbe cost of public 

exchequer. If any advert:ise rnent has already been 
' 

released for telecast/broadcast or 

publi cation in the print media, it must be ensured that the telecast/broadcast of such ads on 
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electronic media is stopped forthwith and that no such ad 1s pubii~hed tu 

magazines, etc., i.e. in print ir1ecli<1, from today itself and it shoolci he iinmeJ:Ha ,el~' khdra ---v 

The instruction the Co rnrni ssion contained in its letter No.437/6/ 2009""CCBE 

5th March, 2009 is avaitable on the Comrnission's web-site 

"https://ecLgov.in/important-instructionsj" for you r informatiot1 and necessary ~· ~,.~,,u 

Commissi on's ail ot}1er relevant ins tructions. 'Manual on Model Code of Conduct. 
1Compendiurn of lns tructions on Model Code of Conduct' are also available or 

Commission's vvebsi te foryour guidance. 

6. The Commission further directs that there shall be a total ban on the transfer o .aU 

officers/officials connected \Mith the conduct of the election. These include but are rfot 

restricted to: ·· 

iJ 	 The Ch ief EI c toral Officer and Additional/Joint/Deputy Chief Electoral Officers; 

ii) 	 DiVisional Commissioners; 

i.H) 	 The District Election Offi ers1 Returning Officers, Ass.istant Returning Officers and 

other Revenue Officers connected with the conduct of election; 

ht) 	 Offi cers of the Police Departrnent connected with the management of election, Hk0 

range !Gs and DlGs, Senior Superintendents of Police and Superintendents: of Police, 

Sub~Division a l Police Officers like Deputy Superintendents ·of "''I'"'"'"" 

Pol ice officers 1ivho are deputed to the Commission tinder ..:1:~t-'Wi""'" ·v 

Representation of the People Act, 1951; 

v) 	 The transfer orders iss ued in respect of the above categories o 

date of announcement but not impl_emented tHJ date should not be -gi:ven :eiiebt_)to 

without obtaining specific permission from the Gornrnission lr1 this r~~tct; 

v.i) 	 'This ban shall he effective till the completion of the electltir1. · The Commtssioi1 

further directs that the State Governments should refrain foom making transfers of 

senior officers who have a role in th e management of election in the State; 

vii) 	 ln those cas 'S where transfer of an officer is necessary on account of administrative 

exigencies, the concerned State Governrnent may with full justification approach the 

Commission for prior clearance.. 

7. 	 The rece ipt of the letter may kindly be acknowledged. 

Yours faithfully, 




